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Certified Creative Districts Overview
Supporting the creative economy in Washington


Presenter
Presentation Notes
KAREN 


- _Gov. Inslee signs the 2017 House B  info law. -
~ The program leverages arts and culture: =Nnerc economlc
i Gchvfry in ocal communities. Forme : oan McBri de was the bill’s

|mory nsor. (Pho’ro courtesy of Legis



Presenter
Presentation Notes
KAREN:
Legislative process – three years, maybe talk about the pilot program
Champions
Rep. Joan McBride of Kirkland, she’ a former mayor so she understands the importance of a program like this to cities;
Sen. Hans Zeiger of Puyallup
This wa a bi-partisan bill, passwed with overwhelming support
Program was signed into law in May 2017
Program launch had a very fast timeline
Hired program manager in October 2017
Had to get WACs written and passed, determine functionality of program, program plan, what were our offerings
Program launched in January of 2018


Why was this program
created?

* Help communities use their
creative assets to grow
their local economy,
create long-term
economic opportunities.

« Support the long-term
growth of the creative
sector in Washington
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Students work in the metal shop at Coyote Central School, Seattle WA.
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The Certified Creative Districts Program helps communities in Washington grow their local economies through arts and culture. 

The program has two primary area of : 
to help communities create long-term economic and cultural opportunities in their region, and
to support the long-term growth of Washington’s arts, culture and creative sector. 



What is a Certified
Creative District?

« Geographically defined area

* A vehicle for jobs & economic

opportunities o
e Y
« Focal point for people to b
gather, enjoy arts and culture il
« A tool to promote a L2
community’s unique identity Wl |
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Design in Public display. Courtesy of Seattle Design Center. b= _
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A Creative Districts is a geographically defined area of cultural and economic activity within a larger community. 

Communities can use already established places or activities – such as theaters, museums, art facilities or events – as the base to build their District. 

Districts must include cultural facilities, artists, creative industries, and also other businesses, such as retail and restaurants. 

The District can be used to as a tool to promote the authentic identity of the community

Having a creative district designation gives communities the a strong opportunities to 
recruit creative entrepreneurs, 
Encourage the growth of new industries, 
Attract visitors and tourists and new residents
And attract additional investment and development into their communities. 
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How does certification
benefit a community?

State endorsement of community’s
activities now & in the future

Grow entrepreneurship & jobs

Increase tfourism and attract
new residents

Organize and promote creative
identity and values

Opportunities for housing or co-
working spaces

arts.wa.gov

Port Townsend School of Woodworking. Fort Worden State Park, Port Townsend WA
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ArtsWA provides a five-year state-certification to communities based on specific criteria. 
One of the requirements is that a broad coalition of stakeholders come together to plan the District 
create a vision for the long-term economic health of their region. 
Communities value certification because it helps them to differentiate themselves from other communities
They can capitalize on this uniqueness and develop a o capitalize on their unique and authentic community brand. 
The goal is to create sustainable economic growth with an eye towards the long-term future – all based in the creative economy.

When the program was launched, there was immediate and  overwhelming interest in the program from all corners of the state. 
More than 25 communities have begun the process of establishing a Creative District, 
most of these cities are outside the Seattle metro area. Often these are cities in rural areas facing decline. They are looking  for ways to attract, retain and expand their local economy. But they want to do it in a way that is consistent with their shared community values, and reflects who they are and what they have to offer the world.


How does ArtsWA support
communities?

Resources & guidance during
planning phase

Rigorous & fair application
process

Partnherships to provide
additional support

Ongoing technical assistance

Funding — grants, etc.
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Renderings of Washington Creative District road signs, created in partnership with WSDOT.
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Our role at the Arts Commission is to guide communities through the process of Certification. We provide a number of services to folks, including:
Facilitation and strategic planning support during the planning phase. 
We created a comprehensive Community Readiness Toolkit, which is a road map communities use to achieve certification. 
A $5000 ‘startup’ grant, so Creative Districts can begin their programs. 
A road signage package developed in partnership with WSDOT, so that anyone who’s driving throughout Washington and sees one of those signs knows that the community is a place of interest.
Technical assistance programs, including a community capacity-building curriculum and artist entrepreneurial development training. As a matter of fact, yesterday we hosted our first ever annual Creative District Convening in Lacey, bringing together the up and coming Districts from around the state for a day of learning and connection.
We track creative economy data using a tool called Creative Vitality Suite. It uses standard industry data to measure the economic impact arts and culture has on individual communities, counties and the entire state.
Setting the stage for communities to develop opportunities around affordable artist housing and/or co-working spaces.
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This slide is a map of all of the communities throughout Washington that have expressed interest in or are at stage in planning their District. As you can see, most of the communities lie outside the Seattle metro area.

The City of Edmonds is Washington’s first Creative District, having been granted their designation at the end of 2018. 

Five other communities – Port Townsend, Chewelah, Olympia, Pullman and Tenino – are well into their planning process, with expectations that they will submit applications by summer 2019. 
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The Creative District program brings economic development into a new arena. 
By providing a platform for artists and creatives to participate in the development of their local economy, 
it fosters innovation, entrepreneurship and community values. 
This combination helps to create a holistic, sustainable and diverse economy, 
so that communities and their future generations can thrive. 
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