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FIRST PEOPLE OF KITSAP PENINSULA

Suquamish at Old Man House



PORT MADISON INDIAN RESERVATION



HALEETS STONE ON BAINBRIDGE ISLAND

Ancient Connection to the 

Landscape



WASHINGTON TRIBES



TREATY WITH U.S. SIGNED 1855

Governor Isaac Stevens

We want to place in homes where you 

can cultivate the soil, raising potatoes 

and other articles of food, and where you 

may be able to pass in canoes over the 

waters of the sound and catch fish, and 

back to the mountains to get roots and 

berries…I have been to the Great Father 

(President) and told him your condition…



TREATY WITH U.S. SIGNED 1855 

“I look upon you as my father.  I and the 

rest regard you as such.  All of the Indians 

have the same good feeling towards you, 

and will send it on paper to the Great 

Father. 

Chief Seattle, 

Suquamish 

Treaty Signer



POST TREATY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

They are not agriculturists, but make their living by working at the mills, 

cutting and felling logs from their reservation to the mills, and by fishing for 

dog and salmon fish, selling the oil from the dog fish and supplying the mills 

with salmon.  These Indians have plenty of money and are doing well… A.R. 

Elder, Indian Agent, Port Madison Indian Reservation 1867



RESERVATION LAND SALES-BROKEN PROMISES



TIME TO STAND UP 

1970s Tribal 

Council  Meeting



HOW DID WE GET TO TODAY?

The 3 Gs: Government (Trust and Taxation), 

Geoduck (Treaty Fishing) and Gaming (Economic 

Development)



GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT RESTORATION

Billy Frank Jr., Asst 

Secretary for Indian Affairs 

Larry Echohawk with 

Chairman Forsman at 

canoe journey 2009

The Suquamish Tribe reminded the federal government of their Treaty 

obligations and through self-determination and later self-governance 

restoring “tribal governments to their rightful place among the 

governments of this nation.” 



GEODUCK AND OTHER FISHERIES

After the Boldt Decision, 

Geoduck and Salmon 

Fishing provided seed 

money for much of our 

present growth



SUQUAMISH SEAFOODS

ENTERPRISE

 1995 Suquamish Seafood 

Enterprise Charter Passed

 Creates Suquamish Seafood 

Board, a five member board 

appointed by Tribal Council, 

that oversees harvest and 

marketing of over 400,000 

pounds of geoduck annually



SUQUAMISH TRIBAL GOVERNMENT TODAY

-7 member Tribal Council

-1200 tribal members 

-350 employees in Tribal Government in several 

departments: Housing/Planning, Legal, Police/Court, 

Education, Administration, Child Support Enforcement, 

Indian Child Welfare, Health Benefits and Services, 

Fisheries and Natural Resources

-Tribal Council oversees several boards and committees 

including Port Madison Enterprises (PME) (business arm), 

PME Construction, Kiana Lodge, White Horse Golf, 

Suquamish Evergreen Corporation (SEC), Suquamish 

Museum, Suquamish Seafoods Enterprise 

(Geoduck/Oysters)



“An agency of the Suquamish Tribal 

Government created in 1987 to develop 

community resources while promoting the 

economic and social welfare of the 

Suquamish Tribe through commercial 

activities.”

-Excerpt from the PME Mission Statement

PORT MADISON ENTERPRISES



 Suquamish Bingo opened in 1992

 Temporary casino opened in 1995

PORT MADISON ENTERPRISES



Permanent Casino Construction 2003



RETAIL

 Longhouse Texaco

 Masi

 Suquamish Village



TRIBES PROVIDE JOBS

In 2017, Washington tribes directly employed more 

than 30,715 Washingtonians, ranking above 

Safeway & Albertsons (8th) and Walmart (9th).

In 2017, Tribal governments paid more than $1.5 

billion in employee compensation, inclusive of 

benefits and employer-paid payroll taxes.

At least 55,661 total jobs in Washington are 

traceable to the economic activity of tribal 

governments through direct, indirect and induced 

impacts. Port Madison Enterprises was 6th in Kitsap 

County in 2017 with 962 employees behind Naval 

Base Kitsap, State of Washington, Harrison Hospital, 

Kitsap County and C. Kitsap Schools.



WE LOOK FORWARD TO A GREAT FUTURE


