
For more information on our mission, activities, and 

becoming a member of WEDA – visit us online at 

www.wedaonline.org 

 

Washington Economic Development Association 

PO Box 1936  

Tacoma, WA 98401 

800-718-1960 
 

 

2016 

WEDA Winter  
Conference 

March 1s t & 2nd,  2016 

Red Lion Hotel  

2300 Evergreen Park Drive SW 

Olympia,  Washington 

 

 

The Washington Economic 
Development Association presents 

 

 

Robin Toth, Chair 

Greater Spokane Incorporated  

Jonathan Smith, Chair-Elect 

Yakima County Developement Association 

Jeff Marcell, Past-Chair 

TIP Strategies, Inc.  

Denise Dyer, Treasurer 

Pierce County Economic Development Division 

Teresa Brum, Secretary 

City of Vancouver 

Bruce Kendall, Director 

EDB for Tacoma Pierce County 

Ellie Chambers-Grady, Director 

WorkForce Central 

David Kleitsch, Director 

City of Lynnwood 

Chris Green, Director 

Washington State Department of Commerce 

Carl Adrian, Director 

TRIDEC 

Linda Nguyen, Director 

WorkForce Central 

Suzanne Dale Estey, Director 

EDC of Seattle & King County 

Doug Mattoon, Director 

Valley Vision, Inc. 

Brian Bonlender, Director 

Washington State Department of Commerce 

Egils Milbergs, Director 

Center for Accelerating Innovation 

Lynn Longan, Director 

Mason County EDC 

Mike Bomar, Director 

Columbia River EDC 

Michael Cade, Director 

Thurston EDC 

Gary Ballew, Director 

Port of Pasco 

Matt Smith, Director 

Economic Alliance Snohomish County 

 

 

 

 

2016 Board of Directors Thank you to our sponsors:   
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Stimulate.  Educate.  Activate. Stimulate.  Educate.  Activate. 

http://www.wedaonline.org/


 

Tuesday, March 1st, 2016 

9:00 am - 11:00 am Board Meeting (Capital Room)    

10:00 am - 11:30 am Registration (Lobby)     

11:30 am  Buffet Lunch (Fir Room)   

Welcome and Introductions 
 

12:00 pm – 1:00pm “Affirmatively Furthering Fair 

Housing” - Federal HUD Rule 

Donna Batch, Acting Regional 

Administrator - U.S. Department of 

Housing & Urban Development 

1:00 pm – 1:45 pm Trending Issues – Housing & 

Homelessness 

 Diane Klontz 

Assistant Director, Department 

of Commerce Community 

Services and Housing Division 

 Tedd Kelleher 

Senior Managing Director for 

the Housing Assistance Unit 

 Nic Anderson 

Crossfit Decimus 
 

1:45 pm – 2:30 pm Trending Issues – Minimum Wage 

 Jeff Robinson 

City of SeaTac 

 Bob Battles 

Association of Washington 

Business 

2:30 pm – 3:15 pm Trending Issues– Rural Economic 

Development 

 Deloit Wolfe 

Impact Washington 

 Meg Ryan PhD 

Center of Excellence for Global 

Trade and Supply Chain 

Management Highline College 
 

3:15 pm – 3:30 pm Trending Issues – City Economic 

Development 

 David Kleitsch, City of Lynnwood 

 

3:30 pm – 3:45 pm Economic Gardening 

 Chris Green, Dept. of Commerce 

 
 

3:45 pm – 4:00 pm  Break 

 

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Trending Issues – Entrepreneurship  

 Seaton Gras, SURF Incubator 

 Chris DeVore, Founders’ Co-op 

 
 

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm Legislative Reception with 

   Members of the 2016 

Legislature (State Room) 

 

Wednesday, March 2nd, 2016 

8:00 am   Conference Registration Opens 

 

8:30 am -9:00 am Buffet Breakfast & Opening 

   Session (Fir Ballroom) 

 

9:00 am - 10:00 am  Google - Lets Put Cities on the Map 

 Debbie Emge 

Economic Development Manager 

 City of Snohomish 

Lee Alley 

Official Snohomish Community 

Partner 

 

10:00 am – 10:15 am  Governor Jay Inslee 

   Economic Development and Policy Issues 

   in Washington State 

 

10:15 am – 10:30 am  Department of Commerce Update 
   Director Brian Bonlender 

 

Conference Agenda 
10:30 am – 11:30 am Commerce Sector Leads Panel 

Invited Sector Leads 

 Ignacio Marquez 

Agriculture 

 Brian Young 

Clean Technology 

 Joshua Berger 

Maritime 

 Brian Hatfield,  

Rural Sector  

 

11:30 am – 12:00 pm Washington's State Plan for 

Workforce Development  

 Eleni Papadakis 

Director, State Workforce Board 

 

12:00 pm – 1:15 pm Legislative Update – A Member’s 

Perspective/Lunch 

Invited Legislators 

 Economic Development 

Committee Chairs 

& Ranking Members 

 

1:15 pm  Adjourn 
 

Please join us for our 2016 

2016 Winter Conference Questions?  800.718.1960 or info@wedaonline.org The voice of economic development in Washington 

 

WEDA Summer Conference 

June 7th & 8th  

Moses Lake, WA 
 

Please check in with us online as 

more details become available! 

www.wedaonline.org 
 

http://www.wedaonline.org/

